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CHEISTOPHEE WHITE. 

BY BARCLAY WHITE. 

Christopher White, a son of Thomas White, was born at 
Omnar, in the county of Cumberland, England, about the 
year 1642. Entering the trade of a house-carpenter, he re- 
moved to London in 1666, the year of " The great fire," 
where he shortly after married Ellen Leath, a widow, and 
daughter of John Wyatt, of York. She dying early, left a 
daughter Elizabeth, who, in 1691, married William Brad- 
way, of Salem County, New Jersey, and left issue. 

Christopher White and Hester Biddle were married 1 1 mo. 
16, 1668, in Eatcliff Meeting of Friends, as appears by the 
record of that meeting, their residence at this time being at 
Eatcliff, in the parish of Stepney, Middlesex County, now 
in the city of London. 

In May of 1675 he purchased of John Fenwick one 
thousand acres of land in his " Tenth" of West Jersey, 
which was surveyed the same year by Richard Hancock, 
surveyor for Fenwick, and located on the south side of 
Monmouth Eiver, or Alloways Creek, in Salem County. 

While still residing in London he signed " The Conces- 
sions and Agreements of the Proprietors, Freeholders, and 
Inhabitants of the Province of West Jersey in America," 
contained in forty-four chapters, and dated March 3, 1676, 
which became the fundamental law for West Jersey, and 
proved to be ^' a foundation for after-ages to understand their 
liberty as men and Christians." 

In the year 1677, Christopher "White and wife, his daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, their son Josiah, with an apprentice, and a 
man and a maid-servant, embarked at London on the ship 
"Willing-Mind," John Newcomb, Master, and landed at 
Elsingborg, on the Delaware, whence they proceeded to 
Salem, arriving there 6 mo. 23, 1677. 
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Christoplier White obtained from Fenwick a title for six- 
teen acres of land in the town of Salem, and erected a house 
in which the family resided until 1682. He was returned as 
a Member of the General Assembly of the Province in 1684, 
and during that and the succeeding year was chosen for 
" The Council," becoming ex-officio a Justice of the Peace. 

In the year 1690, Christopher "White constructed on his 
Monmouth Eiver Plantation the largest and most substan- 
tial brick dwelling-house of any built in the Fenwick Colony 
prior to 1700. It was located on the northwest side of the 
" King's Highway" (a road one hundred feet wide, which 
had been laid out from Salem to Maurice Piver), about forty 
rods southeast from Cooper's Creek, a tributary of Mon- 
mouth Eiver, opposite to and about half a mile distant from 
the Friends' Meeting-House, which he had constructed on 
the other side of the river, and about three-fourths of a mile 
from the present Hancock's Bridge. The house was built 
in the form of a cross, and tradition says that the bricks 
were imported from England. Judge Carll, who occupied 
it for some years, and w^as present when it was taken down, 
has left the following description, from which the cut which 
accompanies this paper was based : 

" The main building was thirty feet by twenty feet, two 
stories high ; the stories were nine feet in height. At the 
east end of the house was a wing ten feet square in the form 
of a tower, in that was the stairway leading to the second 
story and garret. There were overshoots that projected 
from the eaves of the roof about four feet in width and ex- 
tended around the gable ends of the house, which at a dis- 
tance gave to it the appearance of having a tow^er at each 
corner. The cellar was only three feet under ground. It 
was paved with pressed brick six inches square, made of the 
finest clay. The walls from the foundation up to the win- 
dows of the first story were eighteen inches in thickness ; 
above they were thirteen inches thick. Six stone steps, six 
feet in length and one foot in thickness, led up to the main 
entrance of the building. Two white-oak ties eighteen 
inches square supported the joist of the floors. The timbers 
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were of white oak, the floor-boards of yellow pine clear of 
sap and knots, eighteen inches in width and one and one- 
half inches in thickness. The partitions and doors were 
made of heart yellow pine. There were two rooms on the 
first floor and three on the second floor ; the garret was not 
plastered. There was one chimney in the main building 
near its centre, the fireplace in the hall or parlor was eight 
feet in length, the breast-plate of chimney being of heart 
yellow pine and full of carvings. There were five windows 
in the front of the house, — two in the lower story and 
three in the upper; also two windows in the gable ends of 
each story. The kitchen part stood on the east side of the 
main building. It was of brick, one story high ; its ceiling 
was ten feet in height. The yard around the house was 
paved with square bricks similar to those in the cellar 
floor." 

Judge Carll being deceased, a copy of the drawing was for- 
warded to Thomas Shourds, historian of Fenwick's Colony, 
who was familiar with the original house while standing. 
In acknowledging its receipt he observes : "I think the 
picture is good, and gives a very correct likeness of the 
ancient house well worthy of the artist, and I hope will be 
preserved to future generations, it being the first brick 
dwelling-house that was erected in "West Jersey.'^ 

Christopher White's mansion-house stood during one 
hundred and sixty years, and when demolished its floors 
were worn to half an inch in thickness, but no crack could 
be found in its walls, which were separated with much dif- 
ficulty. 

In time the property passed from his family, and the 
" King's Highway" having been closed, and superseded by 
more convenient roads, the house was left at a distance from 
the nearest highway, upon the rear portion of the farm. In 
this position its value as a dwelling-house became impaired, 
it was taken down, and the old material used in the con- 
struction of other buildings. 

Christopher White executed his last will and testament 
7 mo. 13, 1693, which was recorded the 28th day of Decem- 
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ber, 1693. He probably died near the middle of the latter 
month, aged about fifty-one years. His remains were in- 
terred in the Friends' burial-ground near the banks of 
Monmouth River. His wife survived him five years, and 
was buried in the same ground. 

The children of Christopher White and Hester, nee Biddle, 
his wife, w^re : 

Hester, born 8 mo. 25, 1669; married Israel Harrison 
(about) 1693. 

Thomas, born 1 mo. 23, 1671 ; died in infancy. 

Sarah, born 5 mo. 22, 1672; supposed died in minority. 

Josiah, born 7 mo. 13, 1675; married, 1698, Hannah, 
daughter of John Powell. 

Joseph, born 11 mo. 5, 1678. 

In the fourth generation of descent from Josiah and Han- 
nah White, were Josiah and Joseph White, merchants of 
Philadelphia. In the early part of the present century the 
former took a prominent part in the organization and man- 
agement of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, and 
the latter was one of the pioneers in the navigation of the 
Ohio and Mississippi Eivers by steam-power. 

Mount Holly, New Jersey. 



